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Old York Road - Pedestrianisation Trial
Old York Road has been partially closed 
since 12 April, and will remain so until 
October. The principal objective is to 
benefit local businesses by creating a 
traffic-free environment to encourage 
people to visit, to shop, eat and drink. 

Almost certainly some will benefit, and 
some will not. The needs of local residents 
as well as local businesses will need to be 
considered. The Society has yet to decide 
on its view on the scheme, let us know 
what you think.

The council is keen to hear your views on the trial closure - and you can let them know at this link 
https://haveyoursay.citizenspace.com/wandsworthecs/old-york-road-21/

Would you like to take a more 
active role in the Society? We 
are looking for people with 
an interest in local issues who 
would like to participate in our 
future.

Please get in touch with Philip 
Whyte or any of the committee 
members whose details are 
opposite.

Your Society needs you

This is the Newsletter of The Wandsworth Society, a registered charity no 263737. The Society is 
concerned with the quality of life and the environment in Wandsworth town centre,

Wandsworth Common and adjacent areas.
If you are not already a member and would like to join please contact the Membership Secretary 

Gill Gray, details opposite.

Please address, any comments, or, even better, contributions to 
newsletter@wandsworthsociety.org
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Greetings
The initial idea for the front cover was to have images of 
the town centre then and now to illustrate how it had 
changed in the fifty years since the Society’s inception. 

However, Sainsbury’s features because, in searching for 
images of Wandsworth in 1971, the Sainsbury archive 
came to the fore with a veritable plethora of photographs 
of the Sainsbury’s branch in the Arndale Centre from 1971.  
The Sainsbury archive is a fascinating resource, a link to it 
below, that fascinated the front cover research team for a 
lot longer than he is willing to admit. 

Completed in 1971 the Arndale Centre was a dramatic 
intervention into the town centre, very much of its time, 
a shopping centre with its back turned to the road. 
Renamed Southside it has of recent years opened up to 
the outside world with frontages to the High Street and 
Garratt Lane. It has also changed, and is changing, as 
much a place to be entertained as well as shop.

Shopping centres such as the Arndale diminished the 
significance of high streets and thinned out local shop 
parades, will the supermarket delivery van have a similar 
effect?

The town centre has changed, the closure of Youngs 
Brewery in 2006 perhaps the most significant of the 
changes. With the departure of this iconic industrial site 
we lost a significant part of our history that, for good or 
bad, was a vital feature of the town centre, providing its 
singular character 

The closure of the Ram Brewery is regretted by many. 
A more universally welcome change would be the long 
promised reconfiguration of the one-way gyratory system, 
a change essential to achieve a thriving, vibrant town 
centre.

Cover photograph
The Sainsbury Archive, Museum of London Docklands c1971 which can be 
found at
https://sainsburyarchive.org.uk

Newslet ter
Summer  2021
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Valerie Selby is known to many of us, by 
name if not by sight. She gave us a lively talk in 
March, following publication of the Council’s 
Biodiversity Strategy for Wandsworth, covering 
species and habitats.

Wandsworth has over 3000 species, and more 
than 800 hectares (or 1977 acres if you are 
my age) of green space in 24 (or XXIV should you 
prefer Ed) different biodiversity habitats.  

The new strategy has five key principles to 
guide priority actions in the future:-
• Better: improving the quality of existing 

habitats and landscapes

• Bigger: expanding the areas of habitats 
and landscapes

• More: creating new habitat areas. 
Valerie called this the fun bit where the 
public can get involved too; where new 
habitats can be created, and new plants 
put in

• Joined Up: the aim here is to improve 
links for wild life between habitats; not 
just of public areas but also connecting 
private properties

• Promote: another area where we all 
come in – informing local communities 
about what is in their area so that it can 
be appreciated and nurtured, and most 
importantly how we can all play a part in 
helping wildlife in our area.

The strategy recognises that not every habitat 
can be treated as a priority; and habitats 
involve people not just ‘nature’ – for example, 
over the last year we have seen how different 
areas can change due to increased footfall. The 
top 5 habitats for action are:-

Acid grassland. This is closely linked with 
heathland, such as on Wimbledon Common. 
Such free draining areas are very important for 
pollinators, especially bees, and are declining 
fast. Some 4% of London’s acid grassland is in 
Wandsworth.

Neutral (wild-flower) grassland, which 
historically was cut in Autumn to provide 
fodder. But we need not just to provide flowers 
but also areas where small creatures and bugs 
can overwinter

Rivers Three apply to us – the tidal Thames, 
the Wandle and the Beverley Brook. In these 
areas, joint working with other bodies for a 
unified approach is needed, while recognising 
their main priority may be access rather than 
biodiversity

Lakes, ponds and reed-beds These can be 
in areas like Wandsworth Common as well as 
private gardens. 

Woodland, scrub and hedgerows 
Considerations here are veteran trees, and 
dead wood. These as well as grass can 
sequester large amounts of carbon.

The priority species for consideration are 
All species of bats. This will involve residents, 
developers and architects and the planning system 
as most of the local species live in buildings

Hedgehogs; it is thought there are more in the 
west of the borough but it is necessary to find 
out more about where they are. Connectivity 
between areas is needed to ensure they can 
range widely in search of food, leading to a 
larger population.

A biodiversity 
strategy for 
Wandsworth

Our March talk was given by Valerie Selby the Parks Development and 
Biodiversity Manager for Enable
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House sparrows live alongside us but 
numbers have declined

Swifts; also live along-
side us, nesting in the 
eaves of our houses 
but the right shape 
of eaves is neces-
sary. And if a nest is 
removed, then there 
is a problem when 
they return each year. 
Trees are not chosen 
for nesting sites.

Stag beetles; these 
live in woodland and our gardens, preferring 
dead wood where larvae remain for 7 years.  
So don’t tidy your gardens too much!

Peregrine falcons nest in Battersea Power 
station. They have been there and bred 
throughout the redevelopment.  Bespoke 
nesting boxes were provided – so it shows 
what can be achieved if we do things right

Black redstarts are suited by an urban envi-
ronment as it provides suitable food sources as 
well as nesting sites.

Smelt (aka whitebait); the only breeding site 
in London is currently east of Wandsworth 
Bridge. They like gravelly shallow water (and 
smell of cucumber!).

Brown trout are in the Wandle; weirs there 
and on the Beverley Brook are being removed 
to help them negotiate upstream

Starlings like to live near houses and to 
feed in open grass land where they can find 
suitable food in the soil. So playing fields need 
to be retained

Tawny Owls need veteran and large trees 
which have holes they can use as nests. There 
are fewer such trees around now. Little owls 
are also in the borough

Pollinators – last but not least. Hoverflies, 
wild bees, soldier flies, wasps – all need 

suitable holes to live 
in, whether in trees, 
gardens, bridges 
etc. Too many honey 
bees in one area can 
be a problem. The 
whole environment 
needs to be consid-
ered.

The Council is 
anxious for all of us 
to get involved. Extra 
resources, guidance, 

and training are to be provided and there 
will be a quarterly programme of informa-
tion and actions to encourage gardening 
for wildlife including on allotments – with 
awards in recognition of the best ideas put 
into actions.

The main area to start with is to get more 
and better information about what species 
we have in the Borough and where. Valerie 
said that there is already much information 
on the Enable website, that representatives 
will be working with the community and 
property owners to develop Habitat Action 
Plans. In 2022, we will see the Biodiversity 
Action Plan which will guide action and 
delivery. Valerie said that there will be much 
more information coming out on line. 

We ended with many questions from the 
audience – some species are invasive and 
need to be removed (eg Japanese Knotweed, 
terrapins in the lake on Wandsworth 
Common): some may be garden pests but 
are part of a diverse habitat (eg slugs and 
snails are good for hedgehogs): foxes, crows, 
rats and corvids are scavengers which do 
a great job in clearing up rubbish – there 
would be carcasses and more dog poo 
without them!

Jenny Massey

Sparrow image by Kevin Phillips  https://www.flickr.com/people/78881734@N04/
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John Hatch, known to many of us as the 
stalwart local brewer, single-handedly keeping 
alive the tradition of brewing in Wandsworth, 
talked to us in April, remembering the early 
days at Youngs Brewery and then the ways he 
kept the tradition alive.

Brewing on what is now the Ram Quarter 
began in 1533. This means the Wandsworth 
site has the longest tradition in the country of 
continuous brewing. There is evidence of pubs 
and brewing with various owners through to 
when Charles Young and Anthony Bainbridge 
bought the site in 1831.

John joined Youngs in 1988. He was a microbi-
ologist by training. At the time there were five 
brewers. All wore white coats which John still 
does to this day when brewing (and during 
the talk to us). The Company won a number of 
gold medals, some international.

Brewing was initially a hard manual process, 
requiring a number of skills: coopers, 
mechanics, stable hands and so on.  

There were eighteen dray horses right to the 
time when the site was sold in 2006, mostly 
shires, delivering beer within a radius of 2 to 
3 miles. They also attended local fêtes and 
events. There was also a pedigree ram, the 
mascot and motif of the company, as well as 2 
donkeys.  

Gradually machinery was modernised; the 
casks, originally wood, were later made of 
metal.   There was gleaming metal equipment 
and a huge warehouse. However some of 
the old coppers and the beam engines were 
retained.

In May 2006, it was announced that the Ram 
Brewery was closing and that brewing was 
moving to Bedford. A sad day not just for the 
town but especially the staff. 

John Young, the Chairman, died on 17 
September 2006, the day before the last 
Youngs brew. The horses took his coffin on 
a dray to the funeral which was attended by 
many of the former brewers (who had assem-
bled at 6am for a final pint). 

John and a colleague decided to get a micro-
brewery up and running; it took nine days to 
build the necessary plant. Their first bottle was 
produced on 29 Sept and was recorded in the 
Green Book, with their first proper brew of 
Wandsworth Phoenix produced in October.  It 
is still going to this day.

Scrap merchants came in to salvage equip-
ment – John said the site looked like a wreck 
afterwards. Minerva, the new owners, made 
John site manager.  John used a scooter to get 
around the 4.5 acre site. 

He was not allowed to sell beer but tours 
of the micro brewery ended in the sample 
room - where there was an honesty box which 
helped cover costs.  However more money 
was needed to make ends meet so film and 
TV crews were able to use the site. These 
crews realised he was always around and used 
him as an extra – including in a Zombie film 
bellowing loudly for help.  Many stars came on 
site, sometimes benefiting from a special brew 
in their honour such as Autopsy Ale for the 
crew of Silent Witness. Master Chef was filmed 
there between 2011 and 2014.

Our April talk was given by John Hatch, who has been brewing here since 1988

The (hopefully) 
never ending 
story of brewing 
in Wandsworth 
since 1533
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In January 2014, Minerva sold the devel-
opment site with planning permission to 
Greenland, a Chinese state owned developer, 
and most of the rest of the site was demol-
ished. It was sad to see the old buildings go, as 
they were so connected to Youngs. Tours were 
no longer possible but money to keep brewing 
was needed. Comedy nights were started in 
the tack room of the old stable block – and 
parties, corporate and charity events – all with 
free beer …

In November 2020, local brewer Sambrooks 
signed a 25-year lease and took over the 
brewing baton by brewing in a new facility 
(now their main brewing site) on the Ram site 
from March 2021. They will be developing, 
along with John Hatch,  a new tap room (to be 
a community hub), kitchen and event space 
and later a museum and visitor centre.

So Britain’s oldest brewing site had limped 
through the last 14 years. 

The Old Stables on the north end of the site 
are still there but not now accessible to the 
public. Its clock tower is Grade II listed.  The 

beam engines were also listed and Greenland 
paid for their renovation.  The old coppers 
will be the centrepiece of Sambrooks and are 
being renovated as a heritage project. 

And what of the animals? James Young, a 
member of the family, gave the horses a home 
on his alpaca farm. Goliath, the largest shire 
horse in Europe, stayed on the Youngs site 
up to March 2007. In his retirement, he was 
used for carnivals and fêtes. (Later the horses 
went to the Shire Foundation). The ram and 
the donkeys went to James Young too but one 
killed an alpaca so they were moved to a local 
farmer – who returned them as they wrote off 
a new tractor!

Jenny Massey
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Where shall we dine tonight ?

Being of the foodie persuasion I know I am 
lucky to eat what, when and once again, 
where I choose. Greatly improved pub grub 
is now available as take-home and we also 
have better Indian and Chinese food than they 
enjoy back home.  Returning from northern 
India I couldn’t wait to get back to Tooting 
for a classy curry, and the official banquets 
on a trip to China some years ago never 
eclipsed the Sino-Scottish restaurant that I 
often frequent off Plough Lane (name clue 
- ‘Scottish’), where one can still order world 
class sweet and sour for well under a tenner.

Since we’ve only recently been allowed back 
into our local restaurants – perhaps post-
covid dining trends are of interest as we’ve 
either had to cook more chez nous, or up the 
frequency of takeaways.  Many restaurants 
leapt and kept on the take-away wagon and 
many are excellent whatever cuisine they offer. 
But within the trend there are some hybrid 
services that have become quite popular and 
may stay with us post-covid? For example one 
neighbourhood off Trinity Road now has the 
weekly presence of top quality fish and chip 
vans parked at each end of Loxley Road.  They 
arrive on Fridays about 7.30pm for a couple of 
hours. The local “Loxley Ladies network”,  have 
to have a minimum number of clients.  After 
all the fresh fish has to be sourced and then 
driven to the location to serve the delightful 
national nosh. This is not a unique service and 
many similar operations have sprung up on 
the urban landscape.  But that’s not the only 
fish frying on the agenda.  

Sadly lockdown closures have resulted in the 
popular fish restaurant, once in Old York Road, 
closing doors. But phoenix-like (is there an 
aquatic equivalent?) the brand lives on as an 
on-line ‘shore-to-door’ fresh fish supply service 
– name? Shame on you, guess or google it! 
This service will add to the wide variety of 

home delivery currently available and explains 
why ‘Deliver Who’ can drop the odd billion 
with their, stock market listing. After all, super-
markets creamed off all the lockdown profit. 
Although the German newcomers do have a 
few fish delicacies the big boys don’t and they 
are snapping up empty high street property 
like there is no tomorrow.

Restaurants closed and lease values briefly 
tumbled but the visions of new entrepreneurs 
waiting in the wings is something to look 
forward to, like Thai cuisine, on the banks of 
the Wandle on the brewery site, or a coffee 
and a craft beer next door. .  

Meanwhile existing offerings including the 
likes of the excellent French water ‘side’ (name 
clue) restaurants’ by Barnes Pond ( is the 
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Lavender Hill branch closed?) and Chatfield 
Road (name clue – ‘journal’), almost on the 
Thames near Wandsworth Bridge. Who knows 
what new establishments we may favour in 
a few months time, but we can expect more 
outdoor eating flexibility to hedge against 
future pandemics.  

Some big places like the ‘marine’ (clue) pub 
by Wandsworth Bridge made it an obstacle 
course to eat. First a security desk check in, 
then photo the track and trace code, next 
register for an on-line account, once seated 
get the menu on-line and order by phone. We 
gave up and went for a ‘large mackintosh’ the 
other end of the bus garage instead – no they 

haven’t changed for the better since you last 
had one!

Two things I think will be sustained post-
covid: take home meals from a broader range 
of restaurants including top end, on-line 
kitchens covering wide catchments and 
restaurants extending their outdoor eating 
space and facilities. A prime example being 
those restaurants in recently pedestrianised 
Old York Road may well have summer season 
with al fresco traffic-free seating in Italian, 
French, Thai,  Anglo-Irish? cuisine.  See you 
there?

Bruce St Julian-Bown

Bradys the finest of fish restaurants opened 
in Old York Road in 1989 and was rapidly 
attracting Society members among many 
local and also a lot of not-so-local devotees 
of “Friday night is fish night but so are the 
rest of the nights of the week”. Bradys wasn’t 
just packed every night but had queues into 
the street.

By 2012 that demand and an uncomfortable 
relationship with the landlord meant that 
larger premises were required.

As it turned out Bradys was then large 
enough for a couple of very special 
Wandsworth Society dinners beside the 
Thames. Jazz accompaniment in the form of 
Graham Airth on saxophone playing Duke 
Ellington’s Sophisticated Lady amongst other 
jazz classics must have made many ladies 
feel blessed. Believe it or not the chips were 
even better and Luke and Amelia were there 
to steady the ship at lunchtime as well as in 
the evening.

We regularly took friends there and they 
regularly pronounced Bradys “the best fish 
‘n’ chip restaurant in the land”, which was 
no exaggeration. It was good for celebrity 
spotting too. 

A bout of ill health kept Luke out of the front 
line and in April 2019 Bradys needed a long 
breather.

But you can’t keep a good man or woman 
down for long and sure enough the Bradys 
are back with “Bradys Shore to Door” at 
shore2door@verykerri.com. They supply the 
fish, you supply the chips.

It’s the latest step in a lengthy family history. 
Luke’s grandpa ran the “Plough Hotel” on 
St John’s Hill till WW2, then Luke and Amelia 
ran The Black Lion, a coaching inn in Long 
Melford, in the mid-’80s before appearing in 
Old York Road. Catering’s in the blood.

Iain K S Gray

Where are they now?
Iain Gray enthuses about his favourite fish restaurant, now sadly closed.

(Regrettably there are no prizes for guessing the names of the pubs, cafes and restaurants, except perhaps 
a good lunch or night out - enjoy!)
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The Wandsworth Common Story

Our friends The Friends of Wandsworth Common have compiled  an 
excellent book to commemorate the 150th anniversary of the passing of 
the 1871 Wandsworth Common Act

This brand new publication from the Friends 
of Wandsworth Common is no casual slim 
brochure of information, but a beautifully 
produced substantial account of the history, 
features and functions of our Common and 
its close surrounding area. 

Many would agree that this is our most 
cherished local amenity. But it was not 
always so cherished: in the 1860s it was 
feared that ‘the Common was fast melting 
away’ - prey to demands for ever more 
road and rail facilities and the building of 
private mansions, financed through sales of 
land by generations of the Spencer family, 
lords of Wandsworth manor since 1763. 
The successful campaign from 1860-71 by 
local, humbly-born John Buckmaster to end 
these ‘shameful encroachments’ is vividly 
recounted in this book, launched to celebrate 
the 150th anniversary of the Wandsworth 
Common Act of Parliament in July 1871.  The 
user-friendly volume includes a fascinating 
section of six maps from 1746 to 1905, each 
clearly reproduced in colour and thoughtfully 
annotated on the opposite page. 

Such careful deployment of facts is typical 
of the book as a whole; it is written entirely 
by local residents, not individually linked to 
their articles but listed as a team. All show 
great enthusiasm for their subjects, together 
with considerable scholarship and wit; their 
accounts are presented in short accessible 
sections, clearly headlined and attractively 
and appropriately illustrated. Topics can be 

quickly and easily found in the excellent final 
index - it can be gratifying to spot one’s own 
particular interests, not to mention address!

Subjects covered are, of course, the ecology 
of the Common and significant  local 
buildings, but also residents of note (and 
of notoriety!), cultural connections - many 
literary - and political connections, some at 
their time highly contentious.There is much 
here for readers to learn, to be surprised by, 
to be amused by. Congratulations are due to 
our members Richard Fox and Julia Bott for 
the concept and production of this delightful 
book, to Sharon O’Neill for assembling 
such an eclectic wealth of illustrations 
and to Stephen Midlane for his brilliant 
editorship-in-chief.

Wendy Cater

The Wandsworth Common Story is available from the Skylark Cafe, Neal’s Nurseries and some 
Wandsworth Libraries, or via wandsworthcommon.org
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Springfield Hospital and the rede-
velopment of the hospital, buildings 
and land have been a part of the 
Wandsworth Society’s portfolio of 
interests and support for a long time. 
Living in Beechcroft Road as John and 
I do, and have done for a long time, 
it has been fascinating to watch the 
redevelopment and to wander through 
the site, especially during lockdown, to 
mark the various stages of the regeneration 
project, to see the steadily growing integration 
of hospital, homes, both new and in the listed 
hospital buildings, and public open space. 

The problems created by the need to replace 
an old hospital with one fit for purpose and the 
attendant financial issues have led to an inno-
vative approach to the redevelopment of the 
existing buildings and open land in tandem 
with a new approach to mental illness as Emma 
Hill, the Community Engagement Officer 
for Springfield, explained in her recent pres-
entation to the Society. The new Springfield 
hospital is a model for seeing mental illness 
and its treatment as something to be acknowl-
edged, placing it at the heart of the new, mixed 
community with public open space being 
developed on the hospital site. Emma stressed 
the concept of “community involvement” 
throughout her talk both when explaining 
the wide variety of community based and 
digital provision for mental health being put 
in place by the Trust alongside in-patient 
care, and when pointing out the plans for the 
new 32-acre public park and the new primary 
school, and the current, locally focussed, 
activities such as schools’ involvement with 
designing a Youth Shelter and completing art 

work to be displayed on the site hoardings and 
a programme of work experience being offered 
by both the Trust and the contractor.

As Emma reminded us, all the Trust’s 
programmes for mental health are taking 
place within a real community. The two new 
hospitals, which have been made possible 
by the mode of development of the site that 
has been adopted, are central to the housing 
development. Approximately 850-900 dwell-
ings, including affordable homes, are being 
provided, both new build and in the Grade II 
listed former hospital buildings, and these are 
open to anyone. Everyone will be able to enjoy 
the park once it is complete. How different 
from the attitudes prevailing in 1840 when the 
hospital was established and hidden behind 
forbidding walls.

It was a pleasure to hear Emma Hill discuss the 
programme and we would like to thank her 
for taking the time to talk to the Society about 
such an important project. Remember, the site 
is open and well worth a visit.

Christina Dawson

Regeneration: from Springfield Hospital 
(1840) to Springfield Village (2021)

OurJune talk was given by Emma Hill, the Community Engagement Officer for 
Springfield
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Planning News
Summer 2021

Hopefully, we will shortly be able to enjoy a 
greater sense of freedom, although overseas 
travel does appear to be likely to be extremely 
difficult for the foreseeable future.

The planning world however continues to turn, 
although the speed has noticeably slowed over 
recent months. This may be because the area 
with which we mostly concern ourselves has ‘run 
out of sites’ for major developments, and those 
with planning permission do not seem to be 
making much progress on the ground.

As readers will be aware the overall planning 
system has been under review by government 
during the last twelve months or so and revised 
legislation is, I understand, going through 
parliament at present. The proposed new legis-
lation will empower planning authorities with a 
‘simpler’ system based ( as at present) largely on 
local needs and much digitised input but having 
to fulfil central government’s requirements for 
the provision of, particularly, housing needs. The 
first algorithm used for this need was shown to be 
completely wrong or inappropriate; we can only 
hope that the revised basis more properly reflects 
the requirements for balanced economic and 
societal needs. There is little point in providing 
new housing where is there is little employment 
opportunity, insufficient infrastructure for health 
care, schooling, transport and other basic require-
ments for a successful and healthy environment.

Now to matters which are closer to home.

The planning group met by Zoom on Wednesday 
2 June after a couple of months during which 
no meetings were held. I am pleased to say that 
the meeting was successful in that many matters 
were discussed  (called later by the Society’s chair 
‘a marathon’!) and decisions on how to proceed 
were agreed.

Specific applications, comments and actions.
Winstanley and York Road Estates, Clapham 
Junction. Members may be aware that consid-
erable national publicity has been given to the 
initial pre-construction groundworks which has 
involved the felling and removal of a number 
of significant trees. The proposals for the initial 
phases were approved earlier in the year, thus the 
start of the works. It appears that little thought 
had been given to the effect that the tree loss 
would have on the environment of the area.

Huguenot Burial Ground.  Although not strictly 
a planning matter, the group have been most 
interested in the progress made in the restoration 
of the burial ground which has now been almost 
completed and is a fitting reminder of part of the 
history of Wandsworth.

Hazel Court, Haydon Way  (just off St John’s 
Hill). An application for this site was refused 
towards the end of last year, subsequently 
the applicants have appealed to the Planning 
Inspectorate. We considered whether any addi-
tional information should be provided beyond 
our original objection, it was concluded that this 
was not necessary. We await the outcome.

Gas works site and The Calor Centre 
Armoury Way Application No 2021/2428. An 
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Scoping 
Opinion has been made in respect of this site, 
at the time of writing (early June) no further 
details are available. The site forms a major part 
of the Wandle Delta Masterplan area, thus we 
would hope that any response will fully take into 
account the proposals outlined in the master-
plan. Our initial concerns are that the applica-
tion specifies 800 residential units, 5,500 m2 of 
employment space with buildings of up to 102m 
above AOD.  In layman’s terms 300ft high above 
the height of the tide! *

No 1 Armoury Way (previously Oddbins wine 
merchant) Application No 2021/0890. This is 
an application to vary the conditions of the 
approved scheme which was granted on appeal, 
to omit a green wall on the southern face of the 
building which backs onto Barchard Street and 
to replace it with planters with trailing foliage. 
We are considering whether we will submit a 
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comment. We objected to 
the original application. 

Old York Road pedes-
trianisation. The council 
currently have a consul-
tation underway for the 
pedestrianisation of Old 
York Road. If members have 
been in the area recently 
they will have seen what 
has been put in place. The 
food and drink retailers will 
be the happiest but other 
occupiers may have reser-
vations. If you have any 
views could you please let 
us know, as the Society will 
be submitting a response in 
due course. One of the planning group has kindly 
done a survey of some of the occupiers, who are 
mostly in favour.

Springfield redevelopment.  The three different 
sections of the development are progressing 
well, these are: the clinical facilities being under-
taken by the  NHS Trust with McAlpine as the 
main contractor, the refurbishment of the listed 
buildings by City and Country and the new build 
backing onto College Gardens by Barratts.  The 
formation of the new park is progressing as part 
of the landscaping works by McAlpine on behalf 
of the Trust.

The group has been asked to comment on two 
applications in Conservation Areas: Application 
Nos 2021/1437 and 2021/1438 19 Melrose Road 
SW18 and 2021/1171 41c Wandle Road. We have 
submitted objections in both cases as we do not 
believe that sufficient weight has been given 
to the effect of the proposals on the respective 
conservation areas.

Brief Report on Roads and Transport
Gyratory.  We noticed in a recent Brightside that 
the council expects work to commence shortly. 
We have not been advised of this and as far as 
we are aware no revised consultations have 
taken place since the Wandle Delta Masterplan 
was prepared. From our consideration of the 
proposals in the masterplan, access to the north 
of Armoury Way will be required to provide for 
the redevelopment. The modelling for this should 
provide for traffic crossing both carriageways in 
either direction, east and west.

Trinity Road/Burntwood Lane/Bellevue Road 
intersection. We have not been advised of any 
further progress on this junction.

Please let us know if you have concerns of any 
application or need help from a planning consid-
eration.

Philip Whyte

Winstanley and York Road Estates,

* Hmm - height of the tide indeed, very much a 
variable commodity, and you a sailor Philip … AOD, 
as I am sure we do not have to tell our readers, stands 
for ‘above ordnance datum’, and in this context the 
datum is the mean sea level used by the Ordnance 
Survey. 
Interestingly, though this may depend upon your 

point of view, the Ordnance Survey use the mean sea 
level measured at Newlyn between 1915 and 1921 
when feet were very much the thing. Since goodness 
only knows when schoolchildren have been taught 
the metric system, perhaps in the fullness of time we 
will eventually integrate our systems of measurement 
with the rest of the world. Ed
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William Morris and William de Morgan, 
the Merton Men

The talk at our AGM in May was given by art historian Julia Heckles

Morris is better known as a designer of wallpaper 
and textiles; but it was his fascination with the 
dyeing of fabric that prompted the relocation 

of Morris & Co from central London to the 
Merton Abbey Works in 1881. The Wandle was 

an industrialised river noted for the purity of its 
water, and the area had long been associated with 
textile production. Importantly it was out of town, 

Morris called it ‘his Surrey idyll’, (but helpfully it 
was close to a railway station).

It was in Merton that Morris was able to revive the 
process of dyeing using natural materials rather 

than the synthetic products then dominant in 
the manufacture of printed fabric. Designs were 

produced in different colourways, using the 
plant-based indigo for blue, and madder for red . 

Production of one of the firms most successful, and 
expensive, designs, Strawberry Thief, could only be 

achieved after the move to Merton.

And it was here that William de Morgan was able 
to start again to produce tiles and pots from the 

raw clay. His early attempts in Chelsea had not 
been successful, where he had been decorating 

tiles bought in from other manufacturers.

As well as developing their techniques both men 
took artistic inspiration from the surroundings. 

Possibly a surprise to many, it was to me, Morris 
named a design Wandle ‘to honour our helpful 

stream’. Julia suggested that the ribbon weaving 
through the design represents the meandering 
river and the featured plants were those found 
along its banks. She also proposed that the de 

Morgan tile, shown on the right, was inspired by 
the Wandle, and told us that at auction this tile 

went for  £650.

Morris died in 1896, but Morris & Co continued at 
the Merton Abbey Works until 1940.

William de Morgan tile

Strawberry Thief

Wandle

Julia Heckles is an engaging and enthusiastic speaker who both entertained and informed us 
about the relationship between William Morris, William de Morgan, Merton Abbey and the Wandle. 
These notes are just some of the things 
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On 7 July the Council approved an Air Quality 
Action Plan 2021- 2025. Well worth a read, 
there’s a link below.

The Council will soon be publishing details 
of a public consultation on its proposals 
for achieving cleaner air for Wandsworth.
Would you like to participate in prearing the 
Society’s response to the consultation ? If so 
get in touch

newsletter@wandsworthsociety.org

A Greener Picture: Photography and Climate Change
Did you see this ? An exhibition of images created by pupils from 15 primary schools across 
Wandsworth, who worked with artists from the Royal College of Art to explore climate change 
awareness through photography workshops.

Part of the Wandsworth Arts Fringe 2021

https://www.wandsworth.gov.uk/news/news-july-2021/green-light-for-new-air-quality-plan/

Cleaner air, what’s not to like? 

A post script to 
planning news and 
where to dine
An application for retro-
spective planning permis-
sion was submitted in May 
for the pop-up food stalls 
on the pavement on the 
north side of Southside. 
These gazebos and small 
containers here claim to 
be part of a sustainable 

and healthy food venture, 
see
https://southsidewand-
sworth.com/food-and-
drink/Streetcube.
So, how do you feel about 
street-food in the town 
centre? A welcome alter-
native to the big-chain 
takeaway restaurants, a 
vibrant addition to the 
street scene, or a blot on 
the landscape ?



Our next meeting will be in 
September, and, who knows? 

it might be a meeting
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